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Gehry concept (preliminary) 
Mayor Menino’s bold plan to vacate City Hall and build a new City Hall—indeed, 


an entire civic center—on the edge of nowhere in South Boston has set forth a 


bold challenge to planners, architects and taxi cab companies. While the age-old 
debate about what architectural statement the new City Hall should make rages 
ad nauseam in Boston (“cutting edge”; “contextural”; “with a distinct fish smell” to 
acknowledge its setting); architects around the world are grabbing their pencils 
and starting work designing the new Boston City Hall, eagerly awaiting the Mayor's 
inevitable design competition. 


Storrow Drive Reconstruction 


As the prospect of massive reconstruction of the Storrow Drive 
tunnel begins to move closer to reality, a new alternative has been 
added to the mix. Chan Rogers, former Central Artery engineer who 
wants one more i — 
crack at building, § 
then taking down, 7 
an elevated struc- 7 
ture, proposed an 
elevated Storrow 
Drive alternative. 

This would allow 
pedestrian access 
to the Charles River 
while maintaining 


vehicle flow on Messe 


Storrow Drive. In Artist rendering of new Storrow Drive tunnel reconstruction 
addition, during alternative, combination elevated highway/viewing platform. 
Hatch Shell events (fireworks, concerts, etc.), the elevated highway 
could serve as a viewing platform. 

The Department of Conversation and Repetition is considering 
this alternative as well as one which completely shuts off Storrow 
Drive at Massachusetts Avenue and diverts traffic to local streets and 
reconnecting at the new City Hall in South Boston. 
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Early concepts of wacko architect Frank Gehry’s aa “Boston’s Seaport 
Civic Area Redoubt” (SCAR) have been sent to the Mayor. Rumor is also that 
another famous Italian firm, Bernini Associates in ajoint venture with Michelangelo 
LLC, is pursuing a more traditional approach to the new City Hall, attempting to 
correct the deficiencies of the current City Hall with simplicity and beauty. The 
BRA design staff and two-thirds of the architects in Boston are busy writing op-ed 
pieces on their personal approaches to this challenge and hope to begin serious 
review of design options soon. 


Downtown Crossing Redux 


Mayor Menino’s branding adventure in Boston’s auto-re- 
stricted zone, Downtown Crossing, is rustling along. The BRA’s 
international team of consultants, Brands ‘R’ Us, has a series of 
recommendations for adding “new energy, ideas and an exciting 


i) new brand” to this “important economic engine,” according to 


the Mayor. An early idea—reintroducing cars—was abandoned 

when the Canadian consultant stumbled on the three rail lines and 

five bus lines serving the area that make driving unnecessary. 
A sneak preview of Brands ‘R’ Us recommendations: 

@ Strenthen the pedestrian nature by adding more police officers 

@ Build on the Boston Art Windows program to eliminate vacant 
storefronts by converting them into Keno parlors 

@ Exemplify principles of community policing by adding more 
police officers 

@ Sponsor a street trash pickup contest 

@ Hold events on a regular basis, such as a criterium bike race 
with at least 50 laps 

@ Strengthen enforcement of the auto-restricted zone by adding 
more police officers 

@ Sponsor exciting appearances by well-known figures from the 
world of actuarial science or a renowned rheumatologist 

@ Hold contests during the summer to see how long it takes for a 
Popsicle to melt in the hot sun when there’s no one around 








&} Greenway Glory — If, against all 
outside advice, MassPike knuckles under 
and takes the $5 million for the Armenian 
Memorial on Parcel 13 of the Greenway, 
the MisInformer has suggestions for other 
memorials for the Greenway that might 
generate some cash and take pressure off 
Commonwealth Mall, the official dumping 
ground for oddball statues. 

m@ Statue garden for previous Big Dig 
principals including Fred Salvucci, Bill 
Twoomey, Peter Zuk, James Kerasiotes 
and Matt Amorello, funded by Bechtel 

@ Statue of a bare-bosomed woman standing 
in a boat in honor ofa former Massport di- 

— | rector, funded by the Glass Slipper lounge 

—— |™ A nod to our Inuit neighbors in Canada 
with a sealskin kayak 

@ Model train set to memorialize what might 
have been underneath the depressed Cen- 
tral Artery, the North-South Rail Link 

@ Statue garden commemorating Boston in- 
ventions including Gillette’s safety razor, 
the spark plug and the pacemaker 

@ Statues memorializing East Boston’s Mav- 
erick Street Mothers, funded by Massport 

@ An old Arborway streetcar on track be- 
tween Broad and State streets so trolley jol- 

lies can relive the lost trolley experience 


ab CharlieCard Bonuses Announced 
In a move to boost goodwill since intro- 
ducing the CharlieTicket/Card/Monthly 
Pass/MonthlyLink pass that has completely 
confused people, the MBTA will begin 
programming CharlieTickets to add value 
if a bus is delayed en route more than 15 
minutes. Passengers will simply reinsert 
the CharlieTicket on exiting the bus, wait 
30 seconds for validation, and the fare will 
be restored to the Ticket. 

Activists are concerned that this step by 
scores of riders will further delay the bus. 
MBTA General Manager said he’d never 
ridden a bus but was confident that very 
few MBTA buses are ever delayed. 









Movies Not to Miss! 


Babel — a modern version of the biblical story of building a tower climbing too 
high to the heavens and the perpetrators being punished for their sins. 

The Departed — the tragic story of a series of BRA directors leaving office with- 
out anyone noticing. 


Close to Home — a detective story about the capture of Whitey Bulger after it 
was discovered that he had never left South Boston. 


Night at the Museum—ahorrorstory about the 
ghosts of old Boston Brahmins gathering at the 
Museum of Fine Arts to moan about spending 
$500 million to renovate the Museum. 


Notes ona Scandal—a very lengthy documen- 
tary on the poor quality construction and cost 
and schedule overruns-on the Big Dig. 

Happy Feet — a celebration by WalkBoston 


after years of making Boston more pedestrian 
friendly. 











































































































loney, the Mayor is rumored to be launching 
a national or international search for a new 
director as has been done recently for key ap- 
pointees. There is even serious thought being 
given to the far-out idea that a planner might 
be tapped for the role, if a suitable one can be}, 
found somewhere. 






Pan’s Labyrinth — a documentary on getting 
around in Boston City Hall’s unmarked concrete maze. 


Because I Said So — the explanation given by Mayor Menino for moving City 
Hall to the South Boston Seaport and building a 1,000-foot tower. 


Pride — a horrifying study of politicians who stay in office too long. 
Wild Hogs — a documentary about the annual State House frenzy for pork and 
perks at budget time. 






















Dead Silence — a suspenseful drama of the response of the Mayor’s staff to his 
latest development ideas. 











Lexington’s “Big Dig House” made of junk 
salvaged from the demolished elevated Cen- 
tral Artery (no fooling!) and in keeping with 
ideas of being “green,” Mayor Menino is 





Maxed Out — the terrifying story of Boston homeowners digging deep for their 
last dollar to pay property taxes. 







@) FyiI—The BRA/MTA/MBTAhave 
issued ajoint RFR/RFQ foraCA/T parcel 













Ol requesting prospective designers of his new to URS, CBT, HNTB, TAT, STV, SAS, 
North es <——————5 City Hall in South Boston to use materials E & K et al. and are looking for a PDQ 
¢ ry salvaged from the existing building. turnaround so the project can be done 













In addition, Trixie Watson, fourth grader, 
suggested selling all the bricks in City Hall 
Plaza to help finance the new building. She 

208 said the City could raise $30 million selling 
etwes cach of the 1.8 million bricks for $20 ($12 

‘s for seniors) not to mention the savings on 
disposal costs. 


ASAP. A PAC/IAG is being set up and the 
BCDC, BBAand BHCC are keepng aclose 
eye out forsubmissions. The RFR states the 
PNF/ENF with BRA and MEPA at EOEA 
will be followed by a DPIR/DEIR. MHC, 
NPS and IRS (INS also?) are starting to rev 
up for their review. TBHA, NEA, MWRA, 
DCR and ICA are wondering why they are 
not in the loop. Check WSJ, BBJ, TBG, 
NYT, and, of course, TBI for upda 











































Headlines 
You’ll Never Read 


’| State recovers more from Big Dig managers than 
| it pays in cost overruns 
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and extends community. benefits 


| Independent engineer Steve Kaiser appointed 
DCR commissioner — 























After two plus years of experimenting with one lane of moving traffic on Boylston f 
Street while the Mandarin Hotel and Prudential Center Residences are under con- 
struction, new Transportation and DPW Chief Royer is considering turning Boylston 
Street into a pedestrian-only zone. Early responses have praised the idea, with Apple 
Computer and the Mandarin Hotel looking into covering the street with a continuous 
arcade, extending the Prudential Center mall with multi-level shopping and activity. 
ei ee 


Revenue Enhancers for Gov. Patrick Ride the Gyroscope Train to North Station! 


¥| Air rights over Wilbur Theater to be developed; 
will include Hub Ticket trailer 

@ “| Mayor Menino and DPW Commissioner Royer 
chastised for riding bikes in the Public Garden 


























Although Governor Patrick eschews budget “gimmicks,” the 
MisInformer believes there are some great ones out there to help 
with the state budget. The MisInformer is happy to offer these ideas 
FREE of charge: 

@ Sell lottery tickets along with Charlie Tickets in MBTA stations 

@ Sell naming rights to state office buildings, prisons and highways 
@ Impose an exit fee on all recent college graduates fleeing the state 
m@ Make state taxes a percentage of federal taxes and abolish the 

Mass. DOR 
@ Allow parking on interim Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway 

parcels and charge market rate 
@ Fine all state politicians leaving office to become lobbyists 
@ Levy a pollution cost per cubic foot on hot air generated in the 

State House 
@ Impose a WWW (Whistling While Walking) fee on all happy souls 
@ Erect toll booths at each end of the Central Artery (1-93) tunnel 

through Boston for contributions to the tunnel leak-control fund 
@ Require a licensing fee for coffeehouse baristas 
@ Charge “premium” tuition rates for state university lecture hall 
seats close enough to hear the professor 


























North-South Rail Link supporters are ecstatic today. 
Secretary of Transcendentalism Cohen announced his truly 
visionary plan to connect North and South stations by rail. 
The project, under discussion since forever, seemed dead after 
engineers in charge of the $15 billion Central Artery/Tunnel 
forgot they were supposed to build the rail tunnel with the 
highway project. Despite a price tag of $9 billion and cost 
per new rider of $160,000, the State in 2003 declared the 
one-mile rail link a high priority. For years, the State sought 
help from tunnel experts from Germany, France and Burundi 
but could not figure out how to quietly build a four-track 
tunnel right above the Central/Artery tunnel. 

It just so happened that Sec. Cohen’s kitchen cabinet 
includes the great, great grandson of the inventor of the gy- 
roscope. His proposed North-South Rail Link would involve 
no tunneling—trains would run on a single rail above the 
Rose Kennedy Greenway. The pull of gyroscopes spinning 
inside the train is enough to keep the whole train steady. 

Non-stop service (with great views!) is expected to begin 
in 2010. 























Welcome to The Boston MisInformer, 


You Were Asking 


. IfMayor Menino builds anew City Hallinthe South 
Boston Seaport, will the project have an Impact Ad- 
visory Group (JAG) to extract mitigation measures 
from the developer? 

Possibly, but the IAG will be appointed by the Mayor. — 

. Now that City employees with more than 10 years 
service can live outside Boston, I heard the Mayor 
has been looking at houses in Brookline. 

. Ifit’s true, his moving might be the first step in a plan 
for Boston to annex Brookline. 

. Whyisthe BRA planning to build a large floating 
dock on the north side of Long Wharf? 

. Because the State is giving it the money. 


. Lheard the Mayor has a new program to comple- 
ment his “Create Boston” program for the arts called 
“Hammer Boston.” What is that program for? 

. Hammer Boston provides assistance for manufac- 
turing companies in Boston, a sector that provides 107 
jobs in the City. One City Hall staffer occasionally 
checks an answering machine and returns calls. 


. [read in The Boston City Communicator, from the 
BRA, that Broad Street, the first street in the Mayor’s 
brilliant Crossroads Initiative, is going to become 
an “active contemporary place at the center of the 
historic financial district.” What does that mean? 

. We have no idea and seem to have lost our guide 
to urban design mumbo-jumbo. Design of the 1/4- 
mile-long Broad Street has been underway since 
October 2005. At this rate, the 2011 end date for the 
entire program (6 miles) looks doubtful. 

. Will Boston finally move into the 21st century and 
aggressively pursue traffic calming for safer streets 
now that we have our first new Public Works com- 
missioner in over 30 years? 


the annual April Fool’s issue of The Boston Informer, an otherwise 
“serious” newsletter covering development, construction and 
transportation downtown. 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six times 
yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; vice- 
presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year(cheap!). 
Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or e-mail: 
Boston Informer@cs.com. Web: www.bostoninformer.com. 





Mayor Menino wants to build an “iconic” new City Hall in 
the South Boston Seaport District... 
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“None of these. Let’s just bring back the old JFK 


aircraft carrier—it has lots of parking on deck, too.” _ It's doubtful. Dennis Royer, the new DPW com- 
: missioner, publicly declared, “Traffic calming is 
Mis bull**.” No 
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